The refractive development of the neonatal eye has been the subject of much study and debate. In this paper the hypothetical mechanisms of emmetropisation and their relationship to the development of refractive errors will be reviewed. The evidence supporting visual feedback control of eye growth will be described, and the role of ocular accommodation will be discussed.
nates has been reported in longitudinal studies,4-6 there has been some debate over the precise pattern of age-related change in average refractive error.7-12 Nevertheless, emmetropisation can be viewed in tenns of the change from a nonnal (Gaussian) distribution of refractive errors at birth to a significantly non-Gaussian adult distribution where there is a preponderance of refractions around emmetropia (or slight hyperopia).
The manner in which refractive error is distributed in adults suggests the existence of a mechanism controlling the development of the eye and its refractive state.
Measurements of the refractive components (corneal power, lens power, and anterior chamber depth) of adult eyes are distributed nonnally but axial length and refrac tive state are not. 13-15 Furthennore, from birth to maturity the ocular components are growing, and the relationships among them must be coordinated so that emmetropia can be achieved and maintained. This suggests that coordi nated growth of the refractive components must occur for emmetropia to predominate as it does. Although low levels of ametropia «5 D) may be due to differing degrees of correlation among nonnally distributed ocular componentsl6-17, the non-Gaussian distributions of adult refractive error cannot be explained solely by the observed correlation of ocular components. 1 5, 17, 18 This suggests that 
VIEWS OF EMMETROPISATION

